
Dear Parents/Carers, 
Next week we will be holding the first parents’/carers’ evenings of the academic year at Brookside. This is an opportunity for you to 
discuss your child’s learning and progress with their class teacher. There will also be time for you to see your child’s books and look 
at the work they have completed so far this term. If you have any problems booking an appointment then please contact the school 
office. We look forward to seeing you next week. 
 
INSET Day 
A reminder that Monday 3rd November is an INSET Day so Brookside will be closed to pupils. The children will return to school after 
half term on Tuesday 4th November. 
 
Year 6 Residential 
The children who went to Abernant Lakes in Wales had a great time last week. They enjoyed taking part in a range of outdoor and 
adventurous activities. Thank you to Mrs Cooper, Mrs Taylor and Mr Harrison for ensuring the children all had an enjoyable week 
away. 
 
Supporting Remembrance Day – Poppy Appeal 
In support of the Royal British Legion and Remembrance Day on Tuesday 11th November 2025, our 
school will be taking part in the annual Poppy Appeal. 
Over the next few weeks, children will have the opportunity to purchase poppy-themed items to help 
raise money for the Royal British Legion. All donations will go directly towards supporting serving and 
ex-service personnel and their families. 
 
Healthy Me Week  
All children across the school have taken part in Healthy Me Week, exploring ways to look after both 
their bodies and minds. Children in Key Stage 1 and Year 6 learned about the importance of brushing 
their teeth twice a day. Year 6 pupils watched a powerful video showing the effects of not brushing for just two days, and discovered 
that they should now be using adult toothpaste to keep their teeth healthy. Children in KS1 and KS2 also enjoyed a high-energy bas-
ketball taster session with Mr Chilongo, a Brookside parent and coach of the Bicester Badgers Basketball Club. 
In Reception, children took part in calming mindfulness walks around the school grounds, tuning into the sights and sounds of          
nature. On Wednesday, the Smokefree Oxon bus visited, and Year 6 explored the impact of smoking and passive smoking on lung 
health through interactive activities. All children made a dove inspired by Michael Pendry’s Les Colombes (The White Doves). These 
will form a beautiful art installation on display from Friday until the Christmas lights go up – we warmly invite you to visit and view it 
with your child. On Monday, KS1 and KS2 attended an assembly focused on how to support a friend who may be feeling sad or                
worried. Please take a moment to talk with your child about what they learned. 
We also marked World Mental Health Day with a splash of yellow across the school – thank you to everyone who decorated their own 
t-shirts, and congratulations to our prize winners! 
A big thank you to all our teachers for planning such a thoughtful and engaging week of activities and to Mr Chilongo for running the 
basketball sessions. The children have had a wonderful time learning how to care for their minds and bodies. 
 
Bicester Badgers Basketball 
Mr Chilongo runs an afterschool basketball club on a Wednesday at Brookside. 
More details at – Bicester Badgers. If your child wishes to attend the club please contact Mr Chilongo directly.  
  
Safeguarding - Helping Children Use WhatsApp Safely 
As children begin to connect with friends online, many turn to messaging apps like WhatsApp. These platforms can support positive 
social interaction, but they also carry risks that younger users may not fully understand. 
WhatsApp is rated for ages 13 and up. If your child is in primary school and using the app, it’s important they have close parental 
supervision and clear guidance. Keep in mind that the age rating doesn’t guarantee that the content shared on WhatsApp will be     
suitable for children. The app does not have moderators reviewing messages, so children may be exposed to inappropriate material. 
To support your child’s safe use of WhatsApp, explore this detailed WhatsApp safety guide for parents from Internet Matters.                         
It includes practical tips on privacy settings, chat controls, and how to talk to your child about their online activity. 
 
FoBS 
A huge thank you to our wonderful Friends of Brookside for organising this year’s Halloween Disco! The event was a fantastic       
success, with children enjoying sessions full of dancing, games, and spooky fun. Thanks to the hard work and dedication of FoBS and 
all the volunteers, not only did the children have a brilliant time, but the event also raised valuable funds to support our school. Every 
pound raised will go towards enriching the learning experience for all our pupils. 
We’re so grateful for the continued support from FoBS and the school community. Events like these wouldn’t be possible without you. 
 
New Menu 
A new menu starts after half term and will run until March 2026. A copy is attached to this newsletter and can also be found on our 
website. Menu November—March. 
 
Football Report 
Brookside Year 5/6 girls took part in The Bicester School's football tournament. The girls competed in 5-a-side matches against girls 
from the other schools in the Bicester area. The girls showed great co-operation, determination and resilience and managed to win 4 
games finishing 4th out of 8. Special mention to Hallie-Mai and Ellie for top performances with Ruby holding the fort in goal. It would 
be great to see the girls playing in local football teams. A real pleasure to take them, perhaps a future Lucy Bronze and Alessio Russo 
in the making. (Mr Harrison) 
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Diary Dates 
Tuesday 21st/Wednesday 22nd October—Parents’ evenings 
Monday 27th—Friday 31st October—Half Term  
Monday 3rd November—INSET Day (school closed to pupils) 
Thursday 27th November—FoBS Christmas Bazaar 3:15 p.m.  
 
 
Best wishes, Mr Cornell and the staff of Brookside 







·         12 weeks of personalised support from a specialist stop smoking adviser 
·         Free nicotine replacement therapy (NRT) and stop smoking medications 
·         Support via phone, text, video chat or face-to-face 
·         Drop-in clinics in community settings like GP surgeries and supermarkets 
·         Home visits for people with mobility issues 
·         Vape starter packs available through the “Swap to Stop” scheme 
·         Quit with Bella – a 24/7 AI stop smoking coach 
·         Support for parents, carers and families 

·          Visit: www.smokefreeoxon.co.uk 

·          Call: 0800 772 3673 
·          Text: QUITOXON to 66677 

·          Email: smokefreeoxon.s4h@nhs.net 

Free Stop Smoking Support for Oxfordshire Residents 

Smokefree Oxon, provided by Solutions4Health and OCC, offers a free and confidential service to help any-
one who lives or works in Oxfordshire to quit smoking. Whether you're just thinking about quitting or ready to 
take the first step, expert support is available to guide you through your journey. 

What’s on offer: 

How to get started: 

You’re three times more likely to quit with expert help – and it’s all completely free 

http://www.smokefreeoxon.co.uk/
mailto:smokefreeoxon.s4h@nhs.net






https://if-oxford.com/events/ 

https://if-oxford.com/event/
download-the-2025-programme/ 














