
Dear Parents/Carers, 
We are looking forward to the Year 3 and 4 performances next week. The children and staff have been working very hard over the 
last few weeks getting the show ready and the children are very excited to perform in front of an audience. 
 
World Book Day 
What a chapter to remember! Last Friday, Brookside was transformed into a living library as pupils and staff pulled out all the stops 
for World Book Day. From legendary wizards and brave explorers to creatures from our favourite picture books, the hallways were 
buzzing with literary magic. It was incredible to see the creativity on display, but even more heartening to hear the passionate "book 
talk" sparked by everyone's costumes. Thank you to all the parents and carers for your amazing efforts in bringing these               
beloved characters to life. World Book Day helped us celebrate the joy of reading in the most vibrant way possible. 
 
Book Fair 
A huge thank you to everyone who visited our recent Scholastic Book Fair. It was wonderful to see so many families browsing the 
shelves together and sharing in the excitement of discovering new stories. Your support not only helps foster a lifelong love of               
reading in your children but also directly enriches our school's resources by providing us with rewards to spend on brand new books 
for our classrooms and library. Thank you for finding the time to visit the fair. 
 
Bicester Poetry Slam 
We are incredibly proud to announce that a talented group of pupils will be representing Brookside at the upcoming local Poetry Slam 
competition with four other Bicester schools. Well done to: 
Year 1 and 2: Bella, Beau and Violet from class EY 
Year 3 and 4: Ru, Kyran and Yousef from class CC/LD 
Year 5 and 6: Leanne, Sami, Maria and Zafira from class MT 
These young poets have volunteered their own time at home and during lunch to learn and rehearse a poem, developing their               
expression and creative delivery. Taking part in such an event is a fantastic way for our pupils to boost their confidence and master 
the art of public speaking. Please join us in wishing them the very best of luck as they take to the stage to represent Brookside next 
week. 
 
Class Photographs – Wednesday 18th March 
A reminder that the photographer will be here next week to take class photographs. Please ensure that your child is in full school 
uniform on this day. 
 
Parent/Carer Evenings 
An email has been sent today for you to book your appointment with your child’s class teacher. The meetings will take place after 
school on Tuesday 24th and Wednesday 25th March.  
   
Red Nose Day – Friday 20th March 2026 
We are looking forward to Red Nose Day next week. Official Red Noses are  available to buy in school for £2 whilst 
stocks last. On Red Nose Day, children may come to school wearing: 
Their designed Red Nose 
A Red Nose–themed T‑shirt 
Their nose design pinned on their Brookside sweatshirt/jumper 
Or simply something red or funny to make them smile! 
We kindly ask for a minimum £1 donation, with all funds supporting Comic Relief’s work.   
 
Information for Parents  
You may have noticed that the school entrance hall has had an update.  Please pop in to have a look and see the information leaflets 
which cover a range of topics, which you  may find useful.  These leaflets are about support available from Brookside, Oxfordshire 
County Council and also other agencies.   
 
Hygiene Bank 
A reminder that Brookside is working with the Bicester Hygiene Bank to provide support to families.  There are a range of products 
available for children and adults and this can be accessed whilst the school office is open.  There are bags available to take hygiene 
products which you need if you are unable to fund them yourselves.  If you would prefer for school to put a bag together for you, 
then please contact Mrs Ashcroft in the office.  
 
Residents Support Scheme  
Oxfordshire County Council has a Residents Support Scheme available for all families living in Oxfordshire.  It is a local hardship fund 
designed to help residents in, or at risk of being in crisis; need immediate help or hand no other source of financial support availa-
ble.   
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/council/help-rising-living-costs/residents-support-scheme 
 
Safeguarding  
As the evenings become lighter and more children head to the park after school, it’s important to help them stay safe while enjoying 
the extra daylight. Some children will start to go to the park with their friends by themselves. Encourage your child to stick to well‑lit 
routes, stay with friends, and remain alert by avoiding distractions like headphones. Choosing bright or reflective clothing can make 
children easier for drivers and cyclists to spot in lower‑light conditions. It’s also helpful to remind them about basic road‑safety habits 
such as Stop, Look, Listen and Think when crossing. For further guidance on keeping children safe when out and about, you can visit 
the NSPCC’s advice page: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/outside-the-home/  
 
Foodbank 
Brookside works with Bicester Foodbank to provide emergency food for families.  Please speak to a member of the school staff who 
will be able to refer you to the Foodbank for further support, including access to food.  The Foodbank staff are trained to support 
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Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue - Footsteps: Helping Children Become Confident, Safe Pedestrians 
Footsteps is a practical road‑safety programme from Oxfordshire County Council designed to help children learn how to navigate traf-
fic safely by making their own decisions while supported by an adult. Children don’t automatically learn pedestrian skills at school or 
nursery, Footsteps encourages parents and carers to guide children during real‑life walks - helping them understand traffic, practise 
judging safe places to cross, and build independence at their own pace. Families can access a downloadable guide packed with tips, 
watch short instructional videos, and even try a fun road‑safety scavenger hunt together. These resources aim to build children’s 
confidence, support healthy walking habits, and promote safer, greener daily travel.  https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/fire-and-
community-safety/community-safety/safety-and-accident-resources/footsteps  
 
Printed versions of the booklet can be found in the school entrance hall for parents to access.   
 
 
Diary Dates 
Friday 27th March - Last day of term 
 
Best wishes,  
 
Mr Cornell and the staff of Brookside 
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