
8th February 2024 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
The last half term has gone very quickly with lots happening at Brookside. We hope you all have a good half term break and 
look forward to seeing you on Monday 19th February. 
 
20 mph consultation 
There is currently a consultation about introducing 20 mph speed limits in Bicester. Further information and the 
consultation can be accessed using the link below. 
https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/bicester_informal_20mph2023 
 
Parking on Bucknell Road 
Thank you to parents who always park safely, legally and considerately when dropping off or collecting from the Bucknell 
Road. Sadly, I have received complaints from neighbours who have had their driveways blocked by parents and say they have 
been verbally abused when they have asked the driver to move the car. This makes crossing the road dangerous, reflects very 
badly on the school and gives us a bad  reputation in the community. Please do not block driveways or park on single/double 
yellow lines. There is plenty of parking at the rear of the school in the Sports Centre car park that can be used for dropping off 
and collecting children. If you use the Bucknell Road you will need to park much further down the road where there is space 
for you to park legally. 
 
Winter illnesses 
We know many children have been unwell this winter due to winter illnesses.  When your child is unwell please use the                  
information on the website below which contains the most up to date information from the Government. 
There are paper versions of this information available on the carousel in the school office.   
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/infectious-diseases-schools-and-other-childcare-settings/how-long-should-you-
keep-your-child-off-school-checklist-poster-text-version 
 
Uniform 
Thank you for ensuring your children come into school in the correct uniform. A reminder that the uniform is school trousers or 
skirts. Leggings and jogging bottoms should not be worn to school and are not part of the uniform. 
https://www.brookside.oxon.sch.uk/school-uniform 
  
Athletics 
Brookside sports team took part in the Bicester Partnership indoor athletics competition at Bicester Leisure Centre. The                
children competed in track and field events against other schools in the area. There were some very close races and some      
fantastic throwing and jumping on display. Overall, Brookside managed to finish 3rd out of 9 schools, which is a fantastic 
achievement. Perhaps some future Olympians? 
  
Football Team 
Brookside Boys’ team took on the mighty King’s Meadow School in their back yard. In difficult conditions, the boys took a 1-0 
lead through Layton. Despite dominating play, the boys were pegged back and the game finished 1-1. Special mention to  
player of the match Freddie, who was excellent in defence. 

Junior Citizens 
Every year we are able to offer all our Year 6 pupils the chance to take part in the Junior Citizens 
programme. Run at Oxford Fire Station, the pupils experienced a range of health & safety              
scenarios where they had to decide what to do and make an emergency 999 call to call for help. 
An array of skills for life were learnt by the children and as always we give our thanks to members 
of the emergency services who lead the training.   
 
Breakfast Club  
Advanced notice that the price of breakfast club will rise to £3 per session after the Easter              
holidays. This is the first price rise for a long time and is due to rising costs. 
 
Webinars with the CAMHS Neurological Conditions Pathway 
A few children in school are currently on the waiting list for support from the CAMHS NDC Pathway.  
They are making some webinars available to parents.  More information on this website - https://www.oxpcf.org.uk/event 

Handwriting Hero 

This week's superstar handwriting comes from Mia in Year 3 who will also be getting her pen              
licence. Excellent concentration and consistently setting herself high standards have been key in 
her earning this accolade. 

 

FoBS 

A big thank you to all members of FoBS for their hard work organising and running the disco this 
week. 
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For Parents - Assessing Smartphone Readiness 
"Is my child old enough to have a phone?" It's a common, understandable question that we get from many parents, but it's 
also one that is very difficult to answer as there are so many factors involved. For younger children it's often peer pressure, 
with older children social isolation is very common. Often, advice has to be given particular to that child/family, rather than a 
one-size-fits-all solution. 
The Institute for Digital Media and Child Development have put together some tip sheets for parents which are really useful. 
There are 3 parts: 

•              Assessing readiness. 
•              Preparing for healthy use. 
•              What now? 

You can view all the tip sheets HERE. 
 

Science Club - Bright Sparks Science 
On Wednesday Nitro-Jen came in from Bright Sparks Science to under-
take a science assembly based on forces. This was to show the children 
some of the activities the new science club will be looking at after half 
term. The club is parent paid for, running on Wednesdays after school 
until 4.20pm. Details have been sent out in an email and will be attached 
to the end of the newsletter. 
 
EYFS Celebrate Chinese New Year 
EYFS have been learning about Chinese New Year. The children made 
Chinese dragons and tasted Chinese food. The manager and team at Wah Hong, on the Market Square kindly donated and 
cooked us up a Chinese feast to help with our learning this week. We loved tasting noodles, prawn crackers and spring rolls. 
Many thanks to everyone at Wah Hong for their generous support. 
  

Pancake Fun 
As part of our learning about Shrove Tuesday, EYFS made pancakes. The children learnt about the ingredients you would need 
and whisked up a batter. Mrs Miller and Miss Carter were then tasked with cooking up over 48 pancakes in morning. All the 
EYFS children loved visiting the pancake café in the community room and are all hoping for more pancakes on Shrove            
Tuesday, next week. We used this recipe….Perfect pancakes recipe | BBC Good Food it has been road tested by four year olds 
and seemed to get the seal of approval. The children also practiced pancake flipping with cold pans and pancakes in the              
garden and there were some impressive moves. You may have even seen some flying pancakes if you were walking down the 
Bucknell Road this week!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A world of discovery with Science Oxford    

After the long month of January, spring is around the corner! Try something new this year and check out the family programme 
at the Science Oxford Centre. Open every Saturday, visit for family days over half term (February 10 & 17) with hands-on dis-
covery in the Exploration Zone and nature trails in their woodland. Try out visual experiments at the Live Lab with 'Seeing Dif-
ferently' – can you read an eye chart, unlock a box, find an object or make a cup of tea? Enjoy lunch or a cuppa and cake in 
our café.   
Find out more Family Days - Science Oxford 

 

 

Half Term Science 

They are also running different STEM courses. 

What’s On - Latest Events & Clubs - Science Oxford 

https://www.childrenandscreens.org/learn-explore/research/introducing-a-smartphone-assessing-readiness/
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/perfect-pancakes-recipe
https://scienceoxford.com/whats-on/family-days/?mc_cid=13ce91b786&mc_eid=386ea86085
https://scienceoxford.com/whats-on/


Diary Dates 

 

Monday 12th February—Friday 16th February—Half-Term 

Thursday 28th March—Last day of term 

Monday 15th April—Summer term starts 

Monday 27th May—Friday 31st May— Half-Term 

Monday 3rd June—INSET Day (school closed to all pupils) 

Tuesday 23rd July—End of academic year  

Monday 3rd June—INSET Day (school closed to all pupils) 

Tuesday 23rd July—End of academic year  

Wednesday 24th July—INSET Day (school closed to all pupils) 

 

Thank you for your continued support of your child’s education,  

Mr Cornell and the staff of Brookside 

 

 

 

 








