
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
During the spring term the children have worked hard and made good progress in their learning. It has been a pleasure to see their 
confidence and curiosity develop across the whole curriculum. 
With the Easter break  now upon us, we hope you all enjoy a well‑deserved rest. Whether you’re spending time with family, going on 
holiday, or simply enjoying some quieter days at home, we wish you a happy, safe, and relaxing holiday. 
We look forward to welcoming everyone back refreshed for the new term ahead on Monday 13th April. 
 
Year 3/4 production 
Well done to our talented children in Year 3 and 4 for their wonderful performances of ‘What’s The Crime Mr Wolf?’ last week. We 
were very proud of every child who took part and it was lovely to see all of the children enjoying performing in front of family and 
friends. Thank you to all of the Year 3 and 4 staff team for their hard work in ensuring the shows were such a success. 
 
Poetry Slam Success 
A huge well done to all the children who represented our school at last week’s Poetry Slam competition. They 
performed with confidence, creativity and fantastic teamwork, and we are incredibly proud of the way they 
showcased their talents. 
A special congratulations to our Year 6 team, who impressed the judges and won the UKS2 category! This is 
a brilliant achievement, and we are delighted to celebrate their hard work and enthusiasm. 
Well done to everyone involved! 
 
Parent/Carer Evenings 
It was good to see so many parents at the parents’ evenings this week. We hope you enjoyed the opportunity to look through your 
child’s books and speak to their teacher about their progress in school. 
   
Red Nose Day  
Thank you to everyone at Brookside for supporting Red Nose Day. We were really impressed by the effort many children put into 
their outfit and their red nose designs. We raised an impressive £550 this year through donations and the sale of red noses. 
 
Gaelic Football Tournament 
On Friday 20th March Mrs Dyer and Mr Mawn (PE Mentor) took a group of year 6 pupils 
to take part in The First Oxford Primary Schools Gaelic Football Festival at Horspath 
Sports grounds.  
The Brookside team did exceptionally well, competing against schools from across           
Oxfordshire. They recorded wins against Horspath, St. John Fisher team 1 and 2 and  
narrowly lost to Aureus School, Didcot.  It was pleasing to see all players apply the skills 
of hand and kick passing, solo and pick up into the games. The inclusive format of the 
festival enabled all players to rotate around the three zones, attack, midfield and                
defence.  Scores were shared amongst the team and all players received medals for their 
participation in the event.   It was a great opportunity for our students to learn a new 
sport, and they were excellent ambassador throughout the festival. Thank you to Mr 
Mawn and Mrs Dyer for taking the children to the event.    
  
Eire Og, Oxford, have youth (7-15yrs) Gaelic football training on Saturdays 1-2pm at            
Horspath Sports Grounds, OX4 2RR. 
More information can be found here. 
 
Football Reports 
Both Brookside boys and girls football teams took part in Bicester league matches over the last two weeks. The girls played two 
games travelling away to the mighty Chesterton and Bure Park respectively. Against Chesterton, the girls were fantastic and               
managed to get a brilliant 2-2 draw with a late equaliser through Hallie. They then faced Bure Park where they played fantastic            
football and dominated the game. Unfortunately, the girls couldn't convert all of their chances and drew 1-1 with a goal from Ellie. It 
has been great to see the girls enjoying their football. 
The boys team also travelled to Bure Park and put on a great display. The boys played great football and tried to pass the ball out 
from the back. However, this wasn't quite enough and Bure Park went on to win the game by a couple of goals. The boys showed 
great determination and resilience to keep going. Special mention to Jaxon for getting player of the match. 
 
Lower Key Stage 2 football tournament 
Well done to both teams who went to the LKS2 football tournament at The Bicester School on 19th March. The boys had a tough 5 
games to play, but came away with a good success rate, showing great cooperation and sportsmanship. The girls had a massive 9 
games to play and again, showed great resilience and cooperation. Well done everyone.    
 
New School Lunch Menu 
A new menu starts on Monday 13th April. The menu is attached to this newsletter and is also on our website.  
  
Screen Time Guidance for Under 5s 
Today, the UK Government has published guidance on screen use for children under the age of 5. This evidence‑informed guidance 
has been written to support parents and carers in shaping healthy screen time habits for little brains. The advice is that for children 
aged 2-5 years: Try to keep screen time to 1 hour a day. Less if possible. 
How does my own screen use affect my child? 
Lead by example: Children’s brains are like sponges – they’ll copy your screen use habits. Be mindful of how often you use your 
phone around your child. 
Being present with your child: Spending long periods on your phone can make it harder to notice what your child is doing or feeling. 
Young children need attention, interaction and shared moments with their parents and carers to feel secure and supported.   
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Cinema Visits 
The children in Key Stage 1 and 2 enjoyed a trip to the Bicester Vue cinema this week. On Thursday, children in Year 5 and 6 
watched Kangaroo and today Year 1,2,3 and 4 watched Dogman. The children really enjoyed the magic of the big screen and watch-
ing these films with their friends.  
 
Visit from Mr. Farrukh 
Class LD/CC were honoured to have Mr. Farrukh to talk about Islam, specifically the 5 pillars of Islam. They 
were really grateful that he took time out of his day to come in, and they asked some insightful and curious 
questions. Thank you! 
 
Before/After School 
A reminder that children are not allowed to play on any play equipment before or after school as this is for 
supervised use by school staff only. Children are also not permitted to play football or other ball games                
before school. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
School Choir 
Yesterday, the children in the choir performed a concert for their parents and the children in Key Stage 2. Well done to the choir and 
thank you to Mrs Rudge and Miss Young for leading the choir at Brookside. 
 
Science Council 
Our focus this term has been on our school environment. We have spent lots of time assessing inside and outside the school grounds 
and picking up the litter. On the verge outside the entrance to the school, we were horrified at the amount of litter we collected, as 
well as the types, including glass, packets and smoking items. We urge you to take your litter home or throw it in the bin. 
 
FoBS 
Thank you to FoBS for organising for the Easter Bunny to come to Brookside this afternoon. The children enjoyed the visit and the 
easter treats! 
 
Diary Dates 
Monday 13th April - First day of Summer Term 
Monday 4th May - Early May bank holiday 
Monday 25th - Friday 29th May - Half Term  
Monday 1st June - INSET Day (school closed to all pupils) 
Monday 22nd June - KS2 Sports Day 9:15 a.m. 
Tuesday 23rd June - KS1 Sports Day 9:15 a.m. 
Wednesday 24th June - EYFS Sports Day Class EC 10:30 a.m. Class VL 1:30 p.m. 
Friday 17th July - Last day of Term 
Monday 20th July - INSET Day (school closed to all pupils) 
 
Best wishes,  
 
 
Mr Cornell and the staff of Brookside 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




















