
12th January 2024 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Happy New Year, we hope you had a good Christmas and enjoyed the time off school and work. The children have all  
returned to school full of enthusiasm for the new term ahead. You should have received an email today with a letter from your 
child’s teacher and a curriculum map that explains what they will be learning and doing this term. If you have any further 
questions after reading this information, then please ask. 
 
Attendance 
Good attendance and punctuality is vital to a child’s educational success. A reminder that school starts at 8:45 a.m. and all 
children should be ready to enter the school at this time. Term dates for 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 are on our website, so 
please refer to these when booking holidays.  
 
Christmas Science Event 
On 18th December the whole school took part in the Christmas Science event in school. 
Each class, from EYFS to year 6, went to different teachers to participate in a Christmas 
themed science activity based on one of the five investigation types. Children observed 
cold icy 'Christmas' hands and fizzing candy canes, as well as predicted which               
Christmas would float or sink. Different balloons were used to create reindeers and  
discuss how they could move more effectively as well as using them to simulate the 
different environments for Father Christmas and his sleigh. All children had a brilliant 
time - thank you to all the staff who invented some very creative ways to investigate 
different scientific concepts.  
 
If your child has been inspired to do some creative 'at home' scientific experiments, 
please do take photos and send them to Mrs Cooper via the office - we love to see  
science in action everywhere! 
 
Atomic Tom Christmas Event 
As part of our Christmas Science event, EYFS and KS1 were treated to a Christmas 
Show from Atomic Tom who regularly comes into school to explain and demonstrate 
different concepts. Highlights were: ice and exploding balloons, dry ice in a bowl,  gi-
normous bubbles and Santa getting stuck up the chimney. 
 
Clubs 

You should have received an email yesterday with regards to the clubs on offer this 
term. Thank you to all staff who volunteer their time to keep these clubs free for all 
children. 

Hygiene Bank 
A reminder that we have a range of products available from the hygiene bank if parents 
or carers are finding it tricky to purchase hygiene products.  These are available in the 
school office in a box under the table next to the door through to school, please come 
and help yourself.  If you are after particular items, please speak to Mrs Ashcroft as we 
have more items available in school, but not the space in the entrance hall.  We           
particularly have a number of sanitary products for girls should your older children be 
finding it hard to get these.  

Family Links 

Katie Swinburn our Home School Link Worker will be running a free 10-week nurturing programme for parents. It is a fantastic 
course that supports parents in building emotional health for the whole family. It can help provide strategies to understand, 
recognise and regulate children’s behaviour at home. It supports parents with emotional regulation strategies to help build 
your child’s self-esteem. You are more than welcome to come along to the first session before deciding if you want to attend 
the whole course. The course will run from the 20th February to 7th May every Tuesday (excluding the Easter Holidays) at 
1.15pm for a 1.30pm start and end at 2.30pm at Brookside. Tea and coffee and biscuits will be available. Please 
email familylinks@brookside.oxon.sch.uk to let us know you would like to come along. 
 
Rapunzel Pantomime, Launton Players 

You may already be aware that The Launton Village Players put on a pantomime every February half term in Bicester – their 
next panto will be "Rapunzel" from Wednesday 14th to Saturday 17th February 2024 in the Cooper School Performance Hall 
and our very own Mrs Patrick has the starring role. We also have at least one child from Brookside who will be performing.  All 
profits will be donated to Bicester Autism, who provide much needed support and opportunities to the families and carers of 
autistic children, those with ADHD or those awaiting a diagnosis of autism or ADHD. Information on how to book tickets is giv-
en in the flyer attached to this newsletter and I am sure Mrs Patrick and all the Players would appreciate any support. 
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Diary Dates 

Monday 12th February—Friday 16th February—Half-Term 

Friday 8th March—World Book Day 

Thursday 28th March—Last day of term 

Monday 15th April—Summer term starts 

Monday 27th May—Friday 31st May— Half-Term 

Monday 3rd June—INSET Day (school closed to all pupils) 

Tuesday 23rd July—End of academic year  

Tuesday 24th July—INSET Day (school closed to all pupils) 

 

 

Best wishes, Mr Cornell and the staff of Brookside 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




















