
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We hope you all had a good half term break and enjoyed the time away from school. This is a short half term but promises to be an 
exciting one with World Book Day, the book fair and the Year 3/4 performances to look forward to amongst many other things. 
 
Mobile Phone Policy Update 
We have updated our behaviour policy to include an appendix on the use of mobile phones in line with the latest Department for  
Education guidance to help keep our school Ready, Respectful and Safe. 
Only Year 5 and Year 6 pupils who walk to or from school independently may bring a mobile phone. Phones must be switched off 
before entering the school site and put away in a bag or pocket. All phones must be handed in at the school office on arrival and 
collected at the end of the day. Mobile phones are not allowed on the playground at any time. This helps pupils connect with friends, 
prevents exposure to inappropriate online content, and protects privacy by preventing photos or videos being taken without                
consent.  We would encourage parents and carers to model this as much as possible. Y5/6 pupils are aware of the expectations for 
them bringing mobile phones to school. Thank you for your support in helping us maintain a safe, focused and positive environment 
for all pupils and making Brookside phone free. 
 
Parking on Bucknell Road 
As many of you will have noticed, new double yellow lines have now been installed along sections of Bucknell Road. We kindly ask all 
parents and carers to: 

• Park legally and observe the new road markings 

• Avoid stopping or parking on double yellow lines at any time 

• Be considerate of our neighbours by not blocking driveways or access points 
Your cooperation helps create a safer environment for everyone, especially during the busy drop‑off and pick‑up times. 
Thank you for parking safely. 
 
World Book Day Reminder – Friday 6th March 2026 
World Book Day is nearly here, and we’re excited to celebrate the joy of reading at Brookside! This year’s 
theme, “Read Your Way,” encourages every child to discover and enjoy stories in the way that suits them best. 
As part of the celebration, all pupils are invited to come to school dressed as their favourite book character on 
Friday 6th March.  
 
Book Fair 
We’re looking forward to the book fair coming next week, from Thursday 5th to Tuesday 10th March from 3:20 p.m. in the main hall. 
This is a wonderful opportunity for your children to discover new stories, build their home libraries, and develop a lifelong love for 
reading. We will be handing out £1 World Book Day vouchers to all children on Thursday which can be used at the fair. Book prices 
start at £1.99 so come and grab a bargain! 
 
Class Photographs – Wednesday 18th March 
We are pleased to let you know that class photographs will be taken on Wednesday 18th March. This is a wonderful opportunity to 
capture a special memory of your child’s school year. The photographer will take each class photograph throughout the day, and    
details about how to order the photos will be shared afterwards. 
 
Parent/Carer Evenings 
This term’s parent/carer evenings are during the last week of term. They will take place on Tuesday 24th and Wednesday 25th 
March. An email will be sent out later in the term with further details and a link to book your appointment. 
  
Online Safety / Safeguarding 
Further to the information shared elsewhere in the newsletter about mobile phone use in school, parents may wish to look at this 
website from the NSPCC to help parents and carers make decisions about your child’s access to mobile phones - https://
www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/access-to-technology-for-different-ages/ 
  
Red Nose Day – Friday 20th March 2026 
Brookside School will be celebrating Red Nose Day on Friday 20th March, and we can’t wait to see the 
children’s creativity in action! 
This year, pupils are invited to design their own Red Nose. They can decorate an official nose, create 
a design using a template, or even design a nose for a T‑shirt. 
Official Red Noses will be available to buy in school for £2 from Wednesday 11th March. 
On Red Nose Day, children may come to school wearing: 
Their designed Red Nose 
A Red Nose–themed T‑shirt 
Their pinned nose design on their red jumper 
Or simply something red or funny to make them smile! 
We kindly ask for a minimum £1 donation, with all funds supporting Comic Relief’s work helping peo-
ple facing poverty and hardship.  A full email with more information will be sent to parents and carers 
on Monday. 
 
Diary Dates 
Friday 27th March - Last day of term 
 
Best wishes,  
Mr Cornell and the staff of Brookside 
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