
22nd March 2024 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
It has been a busy spring term at Brookside and the children have been working hard on their learning. Next 
Thursday is the last day of the term before the holiday. We hope you have a good break and enjoy the time off. 
The summer term starts on Monday 15th April and we look forward to seeing you then.  
 
Staff News 
Mrs Chapman will be leaving Brookside next week after a year working in Key Stage 2. Miss Heydon is also leaving 
to start a new job as a home school link worker. Thank you to Mrs Chapman and Miss Heydon for their hard work 
at Brookside. We are looking forward to welcoming Mrs Duncan back to Brookside next week after her maternity 
leave. 
 
Comic Relief 
Thank you for your generosity last week supporting Red Nose Day. At Brookside we raised just under £300 in    
donations and a further £400 in red nose sales towards Comic Relief. 
 
Health of babies and children in Oxfordshire 
Oxford Health have made available a new website to support you with ensuring your child is healthy at home and 
in school.  Please refer to it for more information. https://www.oxfordshire-healthiertogether.nhs.uk/ 
 
Football reports 
Brookside Girls took on the mighty St Edburgs in a league game at Brookside. The girls came flying out of the 
blocks and overpowered St Edburgs, scoring two goals through Rosie. An outstanding performance saw the match 
end in a 5-0 win for Brookside with further goals from Maisie and Paige.  
 
The year ¾ Brookside girls took part in the Bicester Schools football festival. Some fantastic skills were on the   
display and the girls showed great determination and cooperation. The girls managed to finish 4th out of 8.  
 
Book Fair 
Thank you to everyone who came along and supported the book fair. Through purchasing a new book for your 
child you have helped us to achieve nearly £200 in commission for the school to spend on new books for        
classrooms. 
  
Year 6 SATS revision books 
A reminder to parents in Year 6 to please encourage the children to carry on completing the revision schedule over 
the Easter break and to use the answers to help them see how well they are doing. 
Thank you so much for getting the pupils to bring their books in for checking each week. For this last week before 
Easter please could the books be brought in on Thursday as we are not here of course on the Friday. 

  
Science Week 
The whole school had a great time           
celebrating Great British Science week last 
week. We all took part in the Big Science 
Share which promoted pupil led investigation 
through Science Oxford. All children         
undertook an experiment where they could 
choose to manipulate parts or all of it; from 
the research question and implementation to 
recording and presentation. The Science 
Council will judge the best experiment after 

Easter and that team will go to the Science Oxford Centre to present their   
experiment. Sadly, the Planetarium had to be cancelled however it will be   
rebooked for later in the year. Thank you to all those children who sent in  
photos of them doing science at home! 

 

Handwriting Hero 

This week we are showcasing Dhruv in Year 4 who has just earned his pen 
licence for his excellent presentation.  
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Happy Puzzle Company 
Last Friday, the children all enjoyed a visit from the Happy Puzzle Company where they were able to try out lots of 
new games that challenged their thinking skills and required some patience. It was great to see everyone          
cooperating with one another and working really effectively in teams.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lunchboxes – nut free 
Please do not send your child to school with any food items which contain nuts (this includes anything made by 
Nutella) as there are some children and staff who are allergic to nuts.  
  
Brookside School Exhibition 
As many of you know we have an exhibition in the Bicester Building which includes photographs of the school and 
school life from the opening of the school over 150 years ago.  This has recently been refreshed and there are 
some new photos which document the last few years of school.  Next time you are in school please have a look at 
this exhibition.  Thank you to Sally James (previously a TA at Brookside and now a grandma at Brookside) for   
putting this display up for the children and school community to enjoy.  
  
Memorial Garden for Miss James 
You may have noticed a new garden which has been built on the Y5/6 playground.  This is to be named the Miss 
James Memorial Garden and will be officially opened with members of Miss James’ family at a special assembly      
after Easter.  Should you have any spare shrubs or plants in your garden which you think would be suitable for the 
garden then please pass them to Mr Armand, ideally before the Easter break.  
  
Bicester Hygiene Bank 
A reminder that should you be unable to afford basic hygiene items please come to the school office where a range 
of hygiene items are available for those in need. If you shop in Bicester Tesco please take a moment this April to 
support the Bicester Hygiene Bank as they will be part of the Tesco Stronger Starts blue token scheme.  It would 
be great if all Brookside parents and grandparents could support this worthwhile local charity. 
 
Safeguarding during Easter 
A reminder that should you have any concerns about a child during the Easter holidays then you should contact 
Oxfordshire MASH on 0345 050 7666 or in an emergency the Police on 999.  
  
Wellbeing in Bicester – the Bicester West Health Route 
Now that the weather has improved it is a great time to get out and about with your children.  We are lucky that 
the Bicester West health route passes close to school.  The blue line represents a circular 5k Health 
Route. Complete the full route and you will have undertaken approximately 7000 steps.  The Health Routes are 
funded by NHS England and are part of the Bicester Healthy New Town Programme.  More information is available 
on Facebook – follow Healthy Bicester.  

Diary Dates 

Thursday 28th March—Last day of term (3:15 p.m. usual finish time) 

Monday 15th April—Summer term starts 

Monday 27th May—Friday 31st May— Half-Term 

Monday 3rd June—INSET Day (school closed to all pupils) 

Tuesday 23rd July—End of academic year  

Wednesday 24th July—INSET Day (school closed to all pupils) 

 

Thank you for your continued support of your child’s education,  

Mr Cornell and the staff of Brookside 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
















