
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Welcome back to the summer term. We hope you all had a good break and enjoyed the two weeks off school. The children 
have quickly settled back into the routines of school and have been working hard on their new topics. 
This term is always very busy with lots going on. Please see the end of this newsletter for the dates of events. 
 
Class letters/Curriculum Maps 
Today you will have received class letters and curriculum maps from your child’s teacher. These include important information 
about your child’s class and the learning planned for the term ahead. 
The class letter includes key information such as: 

• What your child will be learning in each subject 

• Important dates, including trips, visitors and special events 

• Homework expectations and class routines 

• How you can support learning at home 
Alongside this, the curriculum map gives an overview of the topics and skills your child will be developing across the term. It 
helps to show how learning builds over time and links together across subjects such as English, maths, science and the wider 
curriculum. 
We strongly encourage parents and carers to take time to read these documents. They provide a valuable insight into what 
children are learning and open up opportunities for meaningful conversations at home – whether that’s talking about a history 
topic at the dinner table or spotting real-life maths while out shopping. 
 
The importance of reading 
One of the most important ways you can support your child’s learning at home is by encouraging regular reading. Reading 
underpins progress across the whole curriculum, helping children to develop vocabulary, understanding and confidence. 
Children should read regularly, ideally every day. Younger children benefit from reading aloud to an adult or hearing an adult 
read to them. Older children, even if proficient readers, should still be encouraged to talk about what they are reading. 
Sharing books together, asking questions about the story and encouraging children to explain their ideas all help to deepen 
comprehension. Reading doesn’t have to be limited to books – comics, instructions, song lyrics, subtitles, recipes and             
information texts all count. 
 
Football Report  
Brookside girls travelled to the much feared St Edburg's school for their final league match of the season. The girls started 
brightly in a tight first half playing lots of good football without finding a goal. An inspired team talk at half time from Mr             
Harrison with some mini eggs for motivation sparked a sensational performance as the girls went on to win 3-0 with a hattrick 
from Hallie.  Mr Harrison said, ‘the girls have been fantastic and a real pleasure to take, it has been great to see them enjoying 
playing football’.  
 
New School Lunch Menu 
A new menu started on Monday 13th April. The menu is attached to this newsletter and is also on our website.  
  
‘What I wish my parents or carers knew…’ – A helpful guide to children’s digital lives 
The Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, has published a new guide to support parents and carers in 
navigating children’s everyday online lives. Shaped by the voices of children and young people themselves - the guide offers 
practical, realistic advice grounded in what young people say they need from the adults around them. 
The guide explores key issues such as setting clear and healthy boundaries around phone use, talking openly about harmful or 
worrying online content, and creating ongoing conversations rather than relying on a single ‘big talk’. Its aim is to help make 
these discussions feel easier, more regular, and more effective. 
Young people’s perspectives run throughout the guide. One teenager offers this reassurance to parents and carers: 
“Don’t be afraid to be firm… If you are worried your child is seeing harmful content and you don’t know what they’re watching 
and it’s affecting their behaviour, trust that you know best.” 
This guide is a valuable read for any parent or carer wanting to better understand and support their child’s digital world. 
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-
on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/ 
 
Stagecoach Free Session— Performing Arts Classes for 2 - 4 year old children  
Stagecoach Bicester, which is held at Brookside on Saturdays, offer a nurturing school-ready skills session for children through play. 
This one weekly class grows your child’s voice, movement and imagination.    FREE class for Brookside children and their parents on 
Saturday 25th April.   Booking is essential. Call Emma on 01869 321185 or mail bicester@stagecoach.co.uk/bicester to reserve your 
place.  
 
Friends of Brookside School 
The Spring Disco was a fantastic success, with children across the school having an absolute blast! A special highlight was the 
brilliant entertainment from Aaron, who kept everyone dancing and smiling throughout the day. 
A huge thank you from the FoBS team to all of our wonderful volunteers who gave their time to help organise and run the 
event, as well as to our teachers for their continued support. Events like this wouldn’t be possible without such a great team 
effort—thank you all for making it such a memorable day!  
We’ll also be holding a FoBS meeting soon, with the date and time to be confirmed. It would be great to see some new and 
familiar faces there, so please do come along if you can. If you want to get involved please lets us know. 
chairoffobs@gmail.com The FoBS Family  
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Diary Dates 
Monday 4th May - Early May bank holiday 
Monday 25th - Friday 29th May - Half Term  
Monday 1st June - INSET Day (school closed to all pupils) 
Monday 22nd June - KS2 Sports Day 9:15 a.m. 
Tuesday 23rd June - KS1 Sports Day 9:15 a.m. 
Wednesday 24th June - EYFS Sports Day Class EC 10:30 a.m. Class VL 1:30 p.m. 
Friday 17th July - 9:15 a.m. Leavers’ Assembly and last day of term 
Monday 20th July - INSET Day (school closed to all pupils) 
 
Best wishes,  
 
 
Mr Cornell and the staff of Brookside 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 










