
20th October 2023 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

The first half term of the academic year has gone by quickly. We hope you all have an enjoyable half term break and the   
children enjoy the time away from school. A reminder that it is an INSET day on Monday 30th October and the school is closed 
to children. Children return to school on Tuesday 31st October. 
 
Tag Rugby  
Two teams of year 5 and 6 children took part in the Bicester Tag Rugy tournament. Both teams displayed some tremendous 
skill and demonstrated fantastic cooperation and teamwork. One of the teams managed to finish runners up which is a                
fantastic achievement. Thanks to Mr Harrison for taking the children to this tournament.  
 
New Lunch Menu 
There is a new menu starting after half term and a copy can be found at the end of this newsletter and on our website.  
 
Residential Trip to Wales  
The children in Year 6 who went to Abernant Lake in Wales had a great time taking part in a range of outdoor and               
adventurous activities. Thank you to Mr Simpson, Mrs Cooper and Mr Harrison for leading this residential visit. 
 
World Mental Health Day 
It was great to see so many pupils wearing clothes which make them feel happy.  Special mention to Arla, Elijah, Kiyomi, 
Paige, Allyssia and Kameron who all designed their own t-shirts with a mental health message.  They are now on display in the 
Xander Gallery and can be visited during Parent Consultations.  Thank you to you all for your donations to the Food Bank and 
Hygiene bank.  Mrs Swinburn (HSLW) and Mr Watt dropped your donations in earlier this week and they were pleased to re-
ceive 125kg from Brookside.  Five bags for life of hygiene products were also collected by the Hygiene Bank.  
 
Parents’ Evening 
An email was sent out this week with information and a link to the booking system. Please contact the school office if you are 
having difficulty logging in or booking an appointment. 
 
Friends of Brookside School. 
Thank you to all of the FoBS committee who organised and ran the Halloween disco this week. It was lovely to see the              
children having so much fun and there were some brilliant costumes.  
 
Poppy Appeal 
We will be supporting the Royal British Legion after half term by selling their Poppy Appeal items.  We have               
paper poppies which are available for a minimum donation of 20p.  We also have a range of colourful items 
which are available.  There are poppy shaped reflectors or zip pulls for a suggested donation of 50p.  There are 
also silicone wrist bands for a donation of £1 each or snap band rules for a donation of £1.50 each.  Year 6 pupils 
will bring round the items for children to buy during the afternoons of the first week back.  Where possible,         
pupils should try and bring the correct donation amount into school. Thank you for helping us raise lots of money for The Roy-
al British Legion who support our Armed Forces Community. 
 
 
Cycle Training 
Well done to Riley, Isabella, Edward, Karla, Jacob, Jun and Kameron who took part in 
cycle training this week. Thank you to Miss Sadie for leading this training and to Mrs Jen-
kins, Mr Stewart, Mrs Elliott, Mr Ashcroft and Mrs Dyer for also volunteering their time to 
enable our children to gain this invaluable life skill.  
 

 

Football report  
Yesterday, a group of our Year 5 girls attended the football tournament at TBS where they 
played several matches against other local primary schools. All of the girls performed              
extremely well demonstrating excellent fair play, great communication skills and passion for 
the game! We are so proud of the way all of the girls participated; a     special mention to our 
goal scorers Paige B., Betsy, Paige E., Clara and Rosie. A huge well done to all of the girls, 
you represented Brookside really well. Thank you to Miss Wise for  managing the team. 
 

 

Bicester Food Bank and Hygiene Bank 
Bicester Food Bank is open Monday to Saturday 10am until midday.  Should you need to access their support please speak to 
someone in school or the school office and a voucher can be provided.  
We are also working with Bicester Hygiene Bank and have a range of items.  If you are finding it tricky to get these important 
items then either let us know what you are struggling to obtain or pop into the entrance hall where there are some items.  
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Xander Gallery 
When you visit the school for your child’s parent consultation, please take a moment to go to the Xander Gallery.  The staff 
have put together a display of work which was completed during the European Day of Languages.  It was great celebrating 
languages spoken in Europe and particularly the languages spoken by children at Brookside.  Thank you to Miss Spearman for 
organising this day.  

 

 

Diary Dates 

Monday 23rd October—27th October Half Term  

Monday 30th October—INSET Day (school closed to pupils) 

Monday 6th and Tuesday 7th November—Parents’ Evenings 

EYFS Christmas Production Wednesday 13th December Thursday 14th December 9:30 a.m. 

Key Stage 1 Christmas Production Tuesday 12th and Wednesday 13th December 1:30 p.m.  

Key Stage 2 Carol Concert Thursday 14th December 5:00 p.m. 

FoBS Christmas Bazaar Thursday 14th December 3:15 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 

 

Best wishes, Mr Cornell and the staff of Brookside 












