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Dear Parents/Carers,
Next Friday is the end of the first half term after a busy and successful start to the academic year. We hope you all have an
enjoyable half term break. Monday 1st November is an INSET day and the children return to school on Tuesday 2nd
November.
Sickness
A number of children have contracted a sickness bug over the last few weeks. Any child who is sick must stay off school for at
least 48 hours if they have been sick due to a sickness bug. This is to prevent the spread of the bug to other children or adults
in school.
Fortunately we have not had too many cases of coronavirus this half term but it is still important that any child with symptoms
has a PCR test before returning to school.
Cross Country
The children in Years 1,2,3,4,5 and 6 will be competing in our school cross-country races on Friday 22nd October. Please can
all children come to school in their PE kits for the day. The runners who finish in qualifying positions will go on to represent
Brookside at the Bicester School partnership against the best runners from other primary schools in the partnership. Our
school event is a fantastic house event and encourages the children to display their learning powers, increase their fitness and
enjoy running.
Year 6 Residential Visit
Year 6 children are looking forward to going to Norfolk for their residential visit after half term. Thank you to Mr Simpson, Mr
Harrison and Miss Naidu for attending this week.
Waddesdon Manor
On Friday 1st October, Year 3/ 4 visited Waddesdon Manor as part of their Victorian topic. With different workshops, looking at
Victorian porcelain, finding out about servant roles and touring around the manor, to learning about the menu Queen Victoria
ate when she visited, the room she took a nap in and her first introduction to electricity, everyone had a fantastic time. The
children were even lucky enough to have a picnic outside before the rain came. The behaviour and manners of the children
were impeccable and on leaving, commented on by the staff and members of the public also at Waddesdon. Well done Year
3/4, you were a credit to the school.

BBC Children in Need – Friday 19th November
We will again be supporting the work of BBC Children in Need on Friday 19th November. Children will be encouraged to come
into school dressed as a rock star as it is the end of our TT Rockstars week. We are asking for a donation of £1 for children to
wear their rock star clothes. There will be a Pudsey prize for the best dressed pupil and staff member! We will also have a
range of Pudsey items for sale the week before. We will send more details about these after half term.
FOBS Halloween Disco
A reminder that the FOBS Halloween Disco is on Wednesday 20th October. Thank you to the member of FOBS for organising
this event for the children.
After School Club – Next Wednesday
Due to the school disco next week Mrs Hekimova’s after school club will take place in the art room. Please collect your child
from the green corridor between the art room and KS1.

Atomic Science
Year 5&6 recently enjoyed an engaging science lesson from Atomic Tom. Always a great presenter, Tom makes science both fun and easy to understand. The children learnt more about
evolution and DNA and also conducted an experiment to extract some DNA from a strawberry.
Recommended Reading
Every year the Book Trust publishes a list of great books for children. With Christmas looming
large we recommend you take a look at what they suggest are some new brilliant reads that
would make ideal Christmas gifts. The link below will take you straight to the list and books are
grouped by age to make it even easier to find that next great adventure for your child to enjoy.
Great Books Guide: 100 best new books for children | BookTrust
Multiskills and Book Club – Next Wednesday
Due to the school disco Multi-skills and Book Club will not take place next week. Children can
attend the FoBS Halloween Disco on that day. The clubs will restart during the first week after
half term.
E-Safety – Pokemon Go
At the end of this newsletter please see a guide on Pokemon Go. In this guide you will find tips on a number of potential risks
such as environmental hazards, strangers and data collection.
Diary Dates
Monday 25th—Friday 29th October—Half Term
Monday 1st November—INSET Day (school closed) Year 6 residential visit departs
Monday 22nd November/Tuesday 23rd November—Parents’ evenings
Friday 17th December—End of Term
Best wishes,

Mr Cornell and the staff of Brookside

