
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Next week is the last week of the first half of the summer term. We hope that you all have a good half term when it arrives. A 
reminder that Brookside will be closed to pupils on Monday 1st June as it is an INSET day.  
 
SATs 
This week, our Year 6 children have worked incredibly hard during their SATs in Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (GPS), 
Reading and Maths. Throughout the week, they approached each test with a positive attitude, gave their very best and 
showed impressive resilience and determination. 
We are extremely proud of the effort they put in and the mature way they tackled each day. Well done to all of our Year 6 
pupils – you should be very proud of yourselves. 
 
Staff News 
Miss Thompson will be leaving Brookside at the end of the academic year to go travelling. Miss Thompson has worked at 
Brookside for the last four years and we wish her well in her new adventures. Thank you to Miss Thompson for her hard work 
in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 during her time at Brookside.  
Mrs Baker, an experienced teacher who currently works in Key Stage 1 as a higher level teaching assistant, has been             
appointed as a teacher and will start this role in September. Miss Daulton, who is currently covering Miss Welby’s maternity 
leave, has been appointed permanently to work three days per week from September and will form a job share with Miss  
Welby when she returns two days per week in September. We have also appointed another teacher, Miss Swan, who will join 
Brookside in September to teach in our newly created SEND hub, ‘The Canopy’.  Congratulations to Mrs Baker, Miss Daulton 
and Miss Swan and we look forward to them being teachers at Brookside in September.  
 
Term Dates  
The term dates for 2027/2028 have recently been published on our website. 2026/2027 dates were published over a year ago. 
Please check our term dates before booking any holidays as term time holidays are not able to be approved and you could be 
fined by Oxfordshire County Council.Brookside Term Dates 
 
EYFS and Bicester Fire Station 
We were delighted to welcome the Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue 
Service from Bicester fire station to Brookside last Monday, as part 
of the people who help us topic. Fire officers introduced the         
children to their work and told them about how they help people                    
in our community. The children loved looking around the fire           
engine and finding out about all the kit. The absolute highlight for 
all the children was using the fire hose. As you can imagine there 
was water everywhere! Many thanks to Bicester fire station               
firefighters for such a wonderful visit. We were so grateful for all 
the time they took out of their day to help the children with their  
learning. 
 
EYFS Ornithologist Visit 
The EYFS have been lucky to have Dr McMahon from the University of Oxford, an ornithologist and Brookside parent, kindly 
install a birdhouse in one of our trees, hoping to attract a family of Great Tits. We are really happy to report that a pair have 
nested and welcomed a brood of hatchlings. The children in the EYFS were able to see the tiny chicks just a few days after 
they hatched and learn about them. This was an amazing experience for both children and staff. Thank you to Dr McMahon for 
giving up his time to give the children this opportunity. 

Diary Dates 
Monday 25th - Friday 29th May - Half Term  
Monday 1st June - INSET Day (school closed to all pupils) 
Monday 22nd June - KS2 Sports Day 9:15 a.m. 
Tuesday 23rd June - KS1 Sports Day 9:15 a.m. 
Wednesday 24th June - EYFS Sports Day Class EC 10:30 a.m. Class VL 1:30 p.m. 
Friday 17th July - 9:15 a.m. Leavers’ Assembly and last day of term 
Monday 20th July - INSET Day (school closed to all pupils) 
 
Best wishes,  
Mr Cornell and the staff of Brookside 
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