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15th December 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,
It has been an enjoyable and successful term at Brookside despite the current challenges. We hope that parents who came to
watch the Christmas productions last week enjoyed the shows. It is always a special moment to see children taking part in
nativity plays.
Tomorrow evening is the FoBS Christmas Bazaar and Key Stage 2 Carol Concert and we hope you are able to join us for these
events.
We hope you all have a very Happy Christmas and look forward to seeing you on Wednesday 5th January 2022.
KS2 Carol Concert
As you can see from the photo, the pupils of KS2 have been rehearsing for the ‘Christmas Around The World’ Carol Concert
which is straight after the FOBS Christmas Bazaar on Thursday. We aim to start singing at 5.30pm and should be finished
around 6ish. If not already at the Bazaar, please could pupils be at school for 5pm to get ready. Don’t forget to wrap up warm
as we are outside. Glow sticks can also be purchased at the Bazaar if pupils want to ‘light up the stage’ whilst they sing!

FoBS Christmas Bazaar
Thanks everyone for your support this year! We are now on the final stretch and looking forward to seeing everyone at the
Christmas Bazaar tomorrow straight after school. In order to keep everyone safe we kindly ask if you could wear a face mask
(unless medically exempt) and take a lateral flow test before attending. With greater risk of spreading with the new Omicron
variant we have taken the decision to cancel face painting this year. The bazaar will take place in the KS2 building (in the
Community Room, dining hall and Class CC/NS). Selfie’s with Santa will be in the outdoor classroom opposite Class DD (for
ticket holders only). We will circulate a map of stalls and their location on ParentHub. Please also check our ParentHub channel
and Facebook page for a pricelist. All stalls are cash only except for food and hot drinks where we can accept debit/credit
cards. Wishing you all a very merry Christmas!
School Kitchen—Christmas Lunch
Thank you to Mrs Thomas, Mrs Phillips and Miss Byrne who worked incredibly hard to serve the children a Christmas lunch
today. Despite supply issues with some items they worked really hard to ensure that the children had a traditional Christmas
lunch with all of the trimmings.
COVID
Cases of COVID have been increasing rapidly across the community. As of Tuesday 14 December, all contacts of someone with
a positive case of COVID-19 – whether Omicron or not – should take an LFD test every day for 7 days. This includes all adults
who are fully vaccinated and children aged 5- 18 years and 6 months. Daily testing by close contacts will help to slow the
spread of COVID-19 without meaning people have to isolate. Research on daily testing from the summer showed it was as
effective as self-isolation at keeping cases out of school, and much more effective at keeping children who were well in school.
School Car Park
A reminder that the school car park should not be used to drop children off for breakfast club or school in the morning unless
this has been agreed with the school office. The car park is busy at this time in the morning with staff members coming to
work and is not a safe place for children. Parents collecting from After School Club are reminded that they should drive at a
slow speed when they enter the car park as there may be pedestrians leaving the school site. The gate from the Sports
Centre Car Park is unlocked by 8am to allow parents to park in the car park and walk their children to school if there is not
space to park on the Bucknell Road.
Keeping Children Safe over the Christmas holiday
Over the Christmas holidays if you have a concern about a child or children then you will need to call the Oxfordshire Multi
Agency Safeguarding Hub on 0345 050 7666. They will be open office hours only. Outside office hours the Emergency Duty
Team can be contacted on 0800 833 408. If you think a child is in immediate danger, call the police on 999.

Menu Change
There will be a menu change after Christmas. The new menu has been updated on the school website and is at the end of
this newsletter.
The only day which has changed is the Tuesday of the second week.
School Menu for the first day back
The menu for the first day back will be different to the published menu. The Thursday and the Friday will be from week three
of the menu.
Wednesday 5h January
Red – Pepperoni Pizza
Green – Margherita Pizza
Blue – Baked potato with BBQ Beans
Baked corn on the cob
Summer slaw
Peas
Peach Traybake.
Short Story Competition
Oxfordshire Libraries are running a writing competition for 7 to 11-year-olds and the winners will see their entries published as
an eBook made available to library members to read and borrow. More details can be found at Oxfordshire Libraries eBook
Short Story Competition 2022 | Oxfordshire County Council
The closing date is February 27th 2022.
Winter Mini Challenge
Why not join the Wild World Heroes over the Christmas break to find out about arctic creatures. To join in this challenge all
you need to do is read three books before January 16th – a great way to keep children’s reading habits going over the holidays. Head on over to Summer Reading Challenge for more details (Yes, we know it says ‘summer’ reading challenge but it is
a winter event!)
Diary Dates
Key Stage 2 Carol Concert and FoBS Christmas Bazaar
Thursday 16th December The bazaar starts at 3:00 p.m. and the concert is at 5:30 p.m.
Friday 17th December—End of Term (3:00 p.m. finish)
Tuesday 4th January 2022—INSET Day school closed to pupils
Wednesday 5th January 2022— Spring Term starts
Best wishes,
Mr Cornell and the staff of Brookside

